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 		PhD Opportunity – St. Finbarr’s GAA & Cork GAA
Project Title: The Development, Implementation and Evaluation of an integrated Sport-Specific and Fundamental Movement Skills (FMS) intervention among children in a sports club and school setting

About the Project
We invite applications for a fully funded 4-year PhD project as a full-time programme of study. This PhD project, ‘The development, implementation and evaluation of an integrated sport-specific and FMS intervention among children in a sports club setting, and its effectiveness in the school setting’, is jointly funded by St. Finbarr’s GAA Club and Cork GAA. The Department of Sport, Leisure & Childhood Studies (SLCS), MTU will coordinate this project collaboratively for its duration.
The research aims to:
· develop an integrated sport-specific and FMS intervention, aligned with evidence-based practice and previously implemented effective interventions and approaches
· to upskill and support a team of coaches to deliver the curriculum content in the club setting 
· to upskill coaches to facilitate the delivery of the intervention in the school setting 

The project will subsequently evaluate the developed intervention from a variety of perspectives, including (but not exclusive to): 
· its effectiveness on a variety of related variables (e.g., movement proficiency levels, sport-specific proficiency, perceived movement competence, and enjoyment)
· the perceptions of participating stakeholders (i.e., coaches, teachers, students, relevant club personnel)
· its impact on sports participation within the GAA club (e.g., participation rates, retention rates among other aspects).

Key Skills & Experience Required
The successful candidate will have minimum academic qualifications and experience as follows:

Essential:
· The candidate must possess an Honours Bachelor’s Degree (Level 8) with a performance equivalent to at least a 2:1 Honours grade in a relevant field of study (e.g., Coaching Science, Sport Science, Physical Education, Primary Education, or a related discipline) from a recognised degree-awarding institution or university. 
· Excellent written, verbal and presentation skills for both specialist and non-specialist audiences.
· Excellent communication and interpersonal skills; ability and experience in collaborating effectively in teams.
· An ability to work independently and with initiative at a high level of self-motivation; high level attentiveness to detail. 
· A capability of working with both qualitative and quantitative datasets, and the relevant
appropriate statistical software packages.
· Demonstrable research skills, proposal and report writing, and project management skills,
as indicated by a track record of projects, publications and/or other research outputs.
· Fluency in English and excellent written and oral presentation skills.

Desirables:
· Understanding of fundamental movement skills and motor skill acquisition among youth.
· At least three years of coaching experience; most desirable in the field of GAA.
· Coaching certifications; most desirable in the field of GAA.
· Proven academic or research experience and interest in the field of sport, physical activity and/or coaching children in sport. 
· Project management experience in a sporting or coaching-related discipline.
· Knowledge and understanding of policy, practices, and procedures that are relevant to the
role, to include knowledge and understanding of Research Ethics, and may also include
broader university, sectoral, and external sponsor or funder policies.


Funding: 
This PhD project is jointly funded by St. Finbarr’s GAA Club and Cork GAA. The overall funding contribution includes payment of University fees (€5,500) and a tax-free student stipend (€18,000) per annum, tenable for 4 years. 

To Apply: 
Please send the following documentation to lisa.bolger@mtu.ie with ‘PhD Studentship Research Application’ in the subject heading:

1. Curriculum Vitae (CV) including names and contact details of at least two referees.

2. A one-page cover letter briefly outlining applicant suitability and motivation for the PhD research topic, as well as any relevant education, employment, and experience to date (research or practical). 
(Note: The cover letter must clearly indicate how the applicant’s profile and skills fit the requirements of this PhD position).

3. Scanned copies of relevant academic transcripts.

Important Dates:
· Closing date for applications: 		15/12/2026 
· Interviews:				January 2026
· PhD commencement date: 		January 2026

For further information or queries, please contact Dr Lisa Bolger (lisa.bolger@mtu.ie), Dr Con Burns (con.burns@mtu.ie), or Mr Kevin Murray (kevin.murray@mtu.ie). 
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